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“The deepest defeat suffered by 

human beings is constituted by 

the difference between what 

one was capable of becoming 

and what one has in fact 

become.”  

- Ashley Montagu 
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Adoption “Odds” 
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 Total Blacks adopted into White homes since Aaron's birth: 
     (Less than 1% of all adoptions)      
 Adoptions into "blended" homes: (est. 25%) 

 Adoptees who actually search: (est. 4%) 

 Successful reunifications: (est. 1%)     
 Reunifications into "blended" homes: (est. 25%)  

  

In entire history of America, less than 
12,000 total Black Children adopted into 
White homes before 1975 

40,000 
10,000 

400 
4 
1 



“Aaron Dworkin is America’s everyman and America’s exceptionalism rolled into one 
person; he is inspiration personified.  An extraordinary memoir that is both compelling 
and endearing.” - Jennifer Granholm, (former) Governor of State of Michigan 

 

“His story is quintessentially an American one…a very informative, and inspirational 

read” - Branford Marsalis, Grammy Award-Winning Jazz Musician Former Leader of The Tonight Show with Jay Leno Band 

 

“An inspiring and instructive memoir.” - Ara Guzelimian, Dean of the Juilliard School 

 

“Captures not only... creative spirit, but (also) incredible discipline” 

- Lowell Noteboom, Chairman, League of American Orchestras 
 

“A living testimony to the power of art to bridge cultures,  

races and socio-economic barriers“-Janet Brown, Executive Director;  

Grantmakers in the Arts 
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MY STUDENT RECITALS





Diversity State of the Field 
Orchestras 
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Representation in US Population Representation in Orchestras

Minority Representation in Orchestras  
and in the National Population 

Blacks 1.83%

Hispanics 2.42%

Asians 7.34%

Whites 88.41%

Regular Positions Held by Minorities 

in American Orchestras 



Positions held by Minorities  

in American Orchestras 

Music Directors/Conductors 

Executive Directors 

Artistic Administrators 

Education and Community Relations Directors 

Diversity State of the Field 

Orchestras 

Blacks 0.4%

Hispanics 0.8%

Other 2%

Whites 96.8%

Blacks 2.3%

Hispanics 1.8%

Other 8.6%

Whites 87.3%

Blacks 0%

Hispanics 0%

Other 0%

Whites 100%

Blacks 3%

Hispanics 2.2%

Other 3%

Whites 91.1%



Diversity State of the Field 

Orchestras 

Programming 

Overall Top Ten Composers 

Top Ten Most Frequently Performed 

US/Canadian Composers 

Programming Milestone? 

Blacks 0%

Hispanics 0%

Other 0%

Whites 100%

Blacks 0%

Hispanics 0%

Other 0%

Whites 100%

Minorities 1%

Whites 100%
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U.S. Public Support of the Arts 

2009 Arts & Culture Funding 

$155M 
$680M 

$11B 
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Population of U.S. is 300 Million.  Population of City of Berlin is 3.5 Million. 
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Per Capita Spending on  

Arts & Culture 
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Foundation Funding for 
Underserved Communities 

Program Focus 

$200M 

$2.3B 

$22B 
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NCRP (Criteria for Philanthropy) 

recommends that foundations provide at 

least 50% of grant dollars to marginalized 

communities including communities of color.  

Funding Distribution 
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Budget>$5M

Awarded Grants

Top 50 Orgs/100,000 total

Awarded Grants/$1.2B

$100M 

“This pronounced imbalance restricts the 

expressive life of millions of people, thus 

constraining our creativity as a nation.” 

  

“The asymmetry disadvantages ALL OF US by 

restricting the types of cultural expressions we 

experience.” 

 

Source: 

National Committee for Responsive Philanthropy (NCRP) Fusing Arts,  

Culture and Social Change, By Holly Sidford 

 















Live A Creative Fulfilling Life 

AaronAsk.com 



“Change does not roll in on the wheels of 

inevitability, but comes through continuous 

struggle.  History will have to record that the 

greatest tragedy of this period was not the 

strident clamor of the bad people, but the 

appalling silence of the good people.  Our lives 

begin to end the day we become silent about 

things that matter. ”  

- Martin Luther King, Jr. 



DEAN  M AVERICK: 
ADDRESSING THE RELEVANCE OF 
THE ARTS IN  THE 21ST CENTURY 

DEAN AARON P. DWORKIN


